
1

The Meaning Of Marriage  - Tim Keller  

I. The Secret Of Marriage….................... pg. 3
II. The Power Of Marriage....................... pg. 4
III. The Essence Of Marraige.................... pg. 5
IV. The Mission Of Marriage.................... pg. 6
V. Loving The Stranger............................. pg. 7
VI. Embracing The Other.......................... pg. 8
VII. Singleness And Marriage................... pg. 9
VIII. Sex And Marriage............................. pg. 10



2

1. Intro

"Ministering in the center of New York in the late 1980s, Kathy and I were constantly struck by the deep 
ambivalence with which Western culture views marriage. It was then we began to hear all the now society-wide 
objections-- marriage was originally about property and is now in flux, marriage crushes individaul identity and 
has been oppressive for women, marriage stifles passion and is ill-fitted to psychological reality, marriage is 
'just a piece of paper' that only serves to complicate love, and so on. But beneath these philosophical objections 
lies a snarl of conflicted personal emotions born our of many negative experiences with marriage and family 
life."

"In the Bible there are three human institutions that stand apart from all others-- the family, the church, and the 
state."

"Chapter 4 addresses the question of what marriage is for: it is a way for two spiritual friends to help each other 
on their journey to become the persons God designed them to be."

"The Bible's teching on marriage does not merely reflect the perspective of any one culture or time. The 
teachings of Scripture challenge our contemporary Western culture's narrative of individual freedom as the only 
way to be happy. At the same time, it critiques how traditional cultures perceive the unmarried adult to be less 
than a fully formed human being."

"In other owrds, the Biblical authors' teaching constantly challegned their own cultures' beliefs-- they wer not 
simply a procedure of ancient mores and practices."

"
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1. The Secret Of Marriage

"They believe their chances of having a good marriage are not great, and, even if a marraige is stable, there is in
their view the horrifying prospect that it will become sexually boring."

"Other common assumptions are wrong as well. While it is true that some 45% of marriages end in divorce, by 
far the greatest percentage of divorces happen to those who marry before the age of eighteen, who have dropped
out of high school, and who have had a baby together before marraige. 'So, if you are a reasonable welleducated
person with a decent income, come from an intact family and are religious, and marry after twenty-five without 
having a baby first, your chances of divorce are low indeed.'"

"Most striking of all, longitudinal studies demonstrate that two-thirds of those unhappy marriages out there will 
become hapy within five years if people stay marriage and do not get divorced."

"Children who grow up in married, two-parent families have two to three times more positive life outcomes 
thatn those who do not."

"Over the years you will go through seasons in which you have to learn to love a person whom you didn't 
marry, who is something of a stranger."

"At one time we expected marriage and family to provide love, support, and security. But for meaning in life, 
hope for the future, moral compass, and self-identity we loked to God and the afterlife. Today however, our 
culture has taught us to believe that no one can be sure of those things, not even whether they exist. Therefore, 
Becker argued, something has to fill the gap, and often that something is romantic love. We look to sex and 
romance to give us what we used to get from faith in God."

"If our views of marriage are too romantic and idealistic, we underestimate the influence of sin on human life. If
they are too pessimistic and cynical, we misunderstand marraige's divine origins."

"The Christian teaching does not offer a choice between fulfillment and sacrifice but rather mutual fulfillment 
through mutual sacrifice."

"The gospel is this: we are more singul and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same
time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope."
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2. The Power Of Marriage

"'Make known' translates a Greek word meaning a momentous announcement that rivets attention. THe Holy 
Spirit's task, then, is to unfold the meaning of Jesus's person and work to believers in such a way tha the glory 
of it-- its infinte importance and beauty-- is brought homw to the mind and heart. This is why earlier in the letter
to the Ephesians, Pual can pray that 'the eyes of your heart be enlightened', that they might 'have power... to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ."

"First, the picture of marriage given here is not of two needy people, unsure of their own value and purpose, 
finding their significance and meaning in one another's arms. If you add two vaccums to each other, you only 
get a bigger and stronger vacuum, a giant sucking sound, Rather, Paul assumes that each spouse already has 
settled the big questions of life-- why they were made by God and who they are in Christ."

"In verses 22-24, Paul says, controversially, that wives should submit to their husbands. Immediately, however, 
he tells husbansds to love their wives as Christ loved the church and 'gave himself up for her' which is, if 
anything, a stronger appeal to abandon self-interest than was given to the woman."

"I immediately realized, however, that I didn't want ot be served. I didn't want to be in a position where I had to 
ask for something and receive it as a gift... By not giving Kathy an opportuinty to serve me, I had failed to serve
her."

"He is saying [Matthew 16:25] 'if you seek happiness more than you seek me, you will have neither; if you seek
to serve me more than serve happiness, you will have both."

"When you point out selfish behavior to a wounded person, he or she will say, 'Well, maybe so, but you don't 
understand what it is like.' The wounds justify the behaviour."

"If two spouses each say 'I'm going to treat my self-centeredness as the main problem in the marriage' you have 
the prospect of a truly great marriage."

"The Christian principle that needs to be at work is Spirit-generated selflessness-- not thinking less of yourself 
or more of yourself but thinking of yourself less."

"Obviously, to be in fear of the lord is not to be scared of the Lord, even though the Hebrew word has overtones
of respect and awe. 'Fear' in the bible means to be overwhelmed, to be controlled by something. To fear the 
Lord is to be overwhlemed with wonder before the greatness of God and his love."

"Many of us have sought to overcome self-doubts by giving ourselves to our careers. That will mean we will 
choose our work over our spouse and family to the detriment of our marriage. Others of us hope that unending 
affection and affirmation from a beautiful, brilliant romantic partner will finally make us feel good about 
ourselves. THat turns the relationship into a form of salvation, and no relationship can live up to that.... Only 
God can fill a God-sized hole."

"It is possible to feel you are 'madly in love' with someone, when it is really just an attraction to someone who 
can meet your needs and address the insecurities and doubts you have about yourself. In that kind of 
relationship, you will demand and control rather than serve nad give."
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3. The Essence Of Marriage

"'Today, we stay connected to people only as long as they are meeting our particular needs at an acceptable cost 
to us. When we cease to make a profit-- that is, when the relationship appears to require more love and 
affirmation tfrom us than we are getting back-- then we 'cut our losses' and drop the relationship."

"A covenant relationship is not just intimate despite being legal. It is a relationship that is more intimate because
it is legal."

"Wedding vows are not a declaration of present love but a mutually binding promise of futrue love."

"Smedes answers that we are largely who we become through making wise promises and keeping them."

"The thrill of the forbiden and the ego rush of being desired was mistaken for love becuase superficially it made
the sexual encounter crackle with electricity."

"You actually love your idea of the person-- and that is always, at first, 1-dimensional and somewhat 
mistaken.... Aragorn understood that romantic flings are so intoxicating largely because the person is actually in 
love with a fantasy rather than a real human being."

"What you think of as being head over heels in love is in large part a gust of ego gratification, but it's nothing 
like the profound satisfaction of being known and loved."

"Also, only if you maintain your love for someone when it is not thrilling can you be said to be actually loving a
person. The aesthete does not really love the person; he or she loves the feelings, thrills, ego rush, and 
experiences that the other person brings."

"Do not waste time bothering whetehr you 'love' your neighbor; act as if you did."

"When we first are attracted to someone, we think 'I want it to stay like this! I don't want to lose this passion' 
But as we have said, that ego rush cannot be sustained and cannot take you very far down the road of learning to
love hte preson you really married."
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4. The Mission Of Marriage

"'Christian theologians over the centuries have seen here an allusion to a turth only revealed after the coming of 
Jesus into the world-- namely, that God is triune, that the one God has existed from all eternity as three 
persons-- Father, Son, and Spirit-- who know and love one another. And therefore, amonth other things, being 
created in God's image means that we were desired for relationships."

"One of the prime qualities of a friend is constancy. Friends 'love at all times' and especially during adversity' 
(Proverbs 17:17)"

"As Emerson said 'Do you love me?' means 'Do you see the same truth?'-- or at least, 'Do you care about the 
same truth?'"

"When God brought the first man his spouse, he brought hum not just a lover but the friend his heart had been 
seeking. Proverbs 2:17 speaks of one's spouse as your allup, a unique word that the lexicons define as your 
'special' confidant' or 'best friend'. In an age where women were often seen as the husband's property ,and 
marraiges were mainly business deals and transactions seeking to increase the family's social status and security,
it was startingling for the Bible to describe the spouse in this way."

"Within this Christian vision for marriage, here's what it means to fall in love. It is to look at another person and
get a glimpse of the person God is creating, and to say ' I see who God is making you, and it excites me! I want 
to be part of that. I want to partner with you and God in thae journey you are taking to his throne. And when we 
get there, I will look at your magnificance and say ' I walways knew you could be like this. I got glipses of it on 
earth, but now look at you!'"
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5. Loving The Stranger

"If your purpose in marriage was to acquire a 'soul mate'-- a person who would not change you and would 
supportively help you reach your life goals-- then this particular reality of marriage will be deeply disorienting."

"Marriage brings out the worst in you. It doesn't create your weaknesses-- it revelas them."

"When I was diagnosed with thyroid cancer in 2002, it was during a routine checkup. My doctor just happened 
to feel a tiny lump in my neck. Though the surgery and subsequent treatments were painful and frightening, at 
no time did the through ever cross my mind 'Oh I wish the doctor had never found that lump. It was so small, 
why couldn't he just have missed it and spared me all this trouble!' That was because the consequences of being 
'spared all the trouble' would have been, in the end, far more deadly, far more trouble, than finding and treating 
the cancer while it was still small and confined."

"The praise of the praiseworthy is above all rewards. To be highly esteemed by someone you highly esteem is 
the greatest thing in the world."

"If you have trouble forgiving someone, it is at least partly because deep in your heart you are thinking 'I would 
never do anything like that!' As long as you feel superior to someone, feel like you are a much better kind of 
person, you will find it very hard if not impossible to forgive."

"
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6. Embracing The Other

"But obviously, this wonderful gift of creating new human life is something we can only carry out together. 
Neither sex has lal the characteristics necessary-- only in complementary union can we do it."

"She is called a 'helper suitable for him' [Genesis 2:18]. The English word 'helper' is not the best translation for 
the Hebrew word 'ezer. 'Helper' connotes merely assisting someone who could do the task almost as well 
without help. BUt 'ezer is almost always used in the bible to describe God Himself. Other times it is used to 
describe military help, such as reinforcements, without which a battle would be lost."

"Male and female are 'like opposite' to one another. They are like two pieces of a puzzle that fit together because
they are not exactly alike nor randomly different, but they are differentiated such that together they can create a 
complete whole."

"We accept and yet struggle with the gendered 'otherness' of our spouse, and in the process, we grow and 
flourish in ways otherwise impossible. Because, as Genesis says, male and female are 'like-opposite' each other 
both radically different and yet incomplete without each other."
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7. Singleness And Marriage

"1 Corinthians 7: Are you unmarried? Do not look for a wife." High view of marriage but not necessary.

"As a result of this revolutionary attitude, the early church did not pressure people to marry and institutionally 
suppoorted poor widows so they did not have to remarry."

"Christian hope turns the church into something far more profound than a club or interest organization. Gospel 
beliefs and experience create a bond between Christians that is stronger than any other connection, wheterh it be
blood relationshipo or racial and national identity."

"As a pastor in New york City, I have noticed an interesting sociolofical phenomenon. Some CHristian singles 
in my church were raised in parts of hte UNited States that are very traditional culturaly, and there they got the 
'you aren't a whole person until you are married' mentality Then they moved to NYC, where they were 
bombarded with teh 'You shouldn't marry until you have professionally made it big and you find the perfect 
partner who won't try to change you in any way' message"

[re: history of dating] " In short, the man was invited in to the woman's home... Somwhere after the turn of the 
century, modern 'dating' develpooed.... now the young man did not so much come in but instead took the 
woman out to places of entertainment to get to know here. As dating spread throughout society, it not only 
individualized the whole process, removing the couple rom family context, but it also changed the focus of 
romance from friendship and character assessment to spending money, being seen, and having fun."

"If however, you marry someone who doesn't share your most deeply held and core beliefs, then you will 
repeatedly make decisions that your partner won't be able to fathom at all."
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8. Sex And Marriage

"Clearly "one flesh" means something different to Paul than mere sexual union, or Pual would be reciting a 
mere tautology: 'Don't you know that when you have physical union with a prostiute you are having physical 
union with a prostitue?' Obviously, Pual also understands becoming 'one flesh' here to mean becoming one 
person."

"The modern sexual revolution finds the idea of abstinence from sex until marriage to be so unrealistic as to be 
ludicrous. In fact, many people believe it is psychologically unhealthy and harmful. Yet despuite the 
contemporary incredulity, this has been the unquestioned, uniform teaching of not only one but all of the 
Christian Churches."

"Therefore, if you have sex outside marriage, you will have to steel yourself against sex's power to soften your 
heart toward another person and make you more trusting. The problem is that, eventually, sex will lose its 
covenant-making power for you, even if you one day do get married. Ironically, then, sex outside of marriage 
eventually works backwards, making you less able to commit and trust another person."

"I will hold to the principles received by me when I was sane, and not mad-- as I am now. Laws and principles 
are not for times when there is no temptation: they are for such moments as this, when body and soul rise in 
mutiny against their rifor; stringent are they; inviolate they shall be."- Jane Eyre

"If you only obey God's word when it seems reasonable or profitable to you-- well, that isn't really obedience at 
all."

"Here, at a time in which women were legally considered the possession of their husbands, Pual makes the 
revolutionary claim that 'the husbands body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife.'" [1 Corinthians 
7:3-5]


