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Takeaways:

1) Anything not constitutionally right-wing will inevitably become left-wing (e.g. Boy Scouts)
2) “The sovereign is he who decides on the exception”
3) The importance of frame control rather than the argument for or against things within the frame
4) Criticism based on pointing out hypocrisy to invoke shame only works with a shared moral framework
5) “Liberation” from the bounds of family, church, clubs, etc really means dependence on the state
6) Friend/Enemy distinction
7) The myth of the neutral institution
8) Bureaucracy is a product of academia and the quantification of society
9) Diagnosis of immorality/medicalization of deviance, replacement of Sunday school with therapy
10)  State must seek to homogenize and smooth over variance
11) Quantification of all areas of life implies a belief that the human condition—war, crime, poverty—aren’t

actually facts of human life but engineering problems to be solved
12) Human identity is not formed through absolute rights that we write down, but the limitations that culture

and circumstance place on the individuals
13)  Robert Conquest: “Nearly everyone is conservative about what they know best.”

“In previous decades, most Americans had favored immigration restrictions, economic protectionism, 
aggressive policing, and a restrained foreign policy. If the democratic political process was about responding to 
public opinion, why was it impossible to get candidates to run on these almost universally favored positions?”

“The U.S. Constitution was the bedrock of my American identity. I had been told all my life that the carefully 
crafted checks and balances built into the system limited the government’s ability to seize power in exactly this 
manner. Even if all the branches of government were to work in unison to encroach on people’s freedom, the 
Bill of  Rights stood as a final bulwark against the destruction of our liberties. I had been told the Second 
Amendment existed primarily to make sure nothing like this could ever happen. Yet freedom of assembly and 
worship had been summarily abolished [during covid] and very few people seemed to care…when tyranny 
came, nothing happened.”

“There’s a reason the incumbency rate for members of Congress reliably hovers around 90% while Congress’s 
popularity remains mired in the single digits.”

“Early on, the threat of a viral video revealing your unorthodox political opinion might have kept you silent, but
now failing to loudly signal compliance with your social media posts can be damning. The modern citizen lives 
in a panopticon of coworkers, family, friends, and superiors. Each is constantly attempting to ensure not only 
that no wrongthink is every publicly expressed, but that a sufficient stream of rightthink is dutifully posted.”

“The dissemination of the narrative becomes the primary goal of each and every media outlet…movies, novels, 
and even comic books (never mind M&Ms or children’s books) are rife with political messaging. Political 
allegory and satire have always had their place in storytelling, but they have since come to dominate 
everything.”

“We’ve been told we live in a marketplace of ideas… Harvard should be competing with Yale and the Times 
with the Post….but how often do they actually disagree?”



“The nobility was just one center of power that the king had to navigate. The Catholic Church… exerted great 
influence over the morals and values of the people and a ruler ignored it at their own peril. Merchant guilds, 
civic fraternities, and other social organizations also demanded loyalty, binding the people into blocks of 
constituencies that had to be negoationed with at one level or another in order to rule….it is the collapse of 
these competing social spheres that has allowed government to centralize and grow more totalitarian while 
making the individual feel more liberated.”

“By dissolving the bonds and obligations of family, tribe, and religion, the ruler can make his subjects entirely 
loyal to and dependent on the state. Liberalism does this in the name of freedom for the individual, while 
socialism does it in the name of the collective good, but the result is the same.”

“As experts sprinted from one solution to the next [during covid, e.g. no mask -> double mask -> triple mask, 
one shot, two shots, two boosters, etc.] anyone who expressed even the slightest hesitation over this 
schizophrenic ‘medical consensus’ was labeled a science-denying conspiracy theorist. Merriam-Webster even 
took the dystopian step of quietly changing the definition of ‘anti-vaxxer’ in their dictionary from someone who
denied the efficacy of vacciens to anyone who opposed the legal enforcement of vaccination requirements.”

“Conservatives, and those on the right in general, have an unfortunate habit of pointing out a difference in 
societal status, calling it hypocrisy, and thinking that will fix the problem.”

“When popular sovereignty is the only legitimating force in society, the most democratically elected branch is 
seen as the most valid.”

“The weakness and fragility of a constitution is in direct relationship to the number of written constitutional 
articles…the true meaning of laws and constitutions cannot be captured on paper because the true meaning 
exists in the context of the people and the society that created them…Relying too heavily on a written 
constitution simply incentivizes a nation’s leaders to become skilled at twisting and shaping language in order to
circumvent the restrictions created by the formal meaning of its words.”

“As soon as any key aspect of a group’s identity comes under dispute, that group by necessity creates a 
distinction that divides friend from enemy...differences in opinion or priority may exist inside the friend 
coalition, but everyone who has been identified as friend does not threaten the core story that is vital to the 
identity of the group.”

“But the total state does not eliminate the friend/enemy distinction because that is impossible. Instead, it seeks 
to become the only entity with the authority to define the terms of the friend/enemy distinction for an ever-
expanding ideological empire.”

“No act of production, oversight, or administration is value-free. A moral vision will inform the procedures and 
goals of every institution. It is not a question of whether someone’s priorities will guide the function of the 
organization; it is only a question of whose priorities will reign supreme.”

“There is no constitution, no outline for government power, that can include the exception…no matter how 
carefully crafted its structure, no matter how many contingencies it attempts to anticipate, it can never 
encompass every possible crisis and its required response…the sovereign is he who decides on the exception… 
the attempt to limit sovereignty through constitution protections is akin to the attempt to remove miracles from 
theology.”



“Peaceful navigation of the social hierarchy can only occur once violence has been removed as an option, and 
violence is only removed as an option when one individual or class of individuals has gained a monopoly over 
it.”

“The explosive growth of degree fields meant that academic language and managerial techniques could be 
brought to bear on every question… Parents stopped trusting the traditions of their communities and religions to
raise their children, instead investing their faith in child psychologists and social workers”

“Determinations of law a re increasingly transferred away from the traditional legal process and handed to 
panels of experts.”

“The transformation of moral failings into diagnosable medical conditions began with afflictions that could be 
reasonably associated with genetically heritable preferences, but it has since expanded to the vast majority of 
criminal and deviant behaviors in society…this transfer is referred to the medicalization of deviance.”

“The operation of The Green Book and its kind is to produce what may be called Men without Chests. It is an 
outrage that they should be commonly spoken of as intellectuals…Their heads are no bigger than the ordinary: 
it is the atrophy of the chest beneath that makes them seem so.”- CS Lewis

“Today, the idea of the middle class has changed. It no longer signifies having a degree of independence 
achieved through material wellbeing but is simply a comfortable income bracket capable of selecting from a 
wider variety of subscription services.”

“Robery Conquest’s three laws of politics: 1. Everyone is conservative about what he knows best 2. Any 
organization not explicitly and constitutionally right-wing will sooner or later become left-wing.3. The behavior
of any bureaucratic organization can best be understood by assuming that it is controlled by a secret cabal of its 
enemies.”

“Once the core values of a social organization are up for debate, they are over… anyone who is not defending, 
maintaining, and gatekeeping the things they love and care about will watch them decay and eventually be 
destroyed.”

“The second popular strategy for opposing the total state comes from those who label themselves classical or 
‘non-woke’ or ‘I didn’t leave the left, the left left me’ types. These liberal castoffs find themselves with no allies
to their left, so they are forced to make common cause with conservatives…They wish to simply roll back 
liberalism to the latest patch, the one where the illusion of neutral institutions and free speech was maintained…
these liberal refugees can never acknowledge that much of the framework they championed led to their current 
situation.”

“While Caesar figures traditionally conjure up the image of a military dictator, that is not the only way the 
pattern manifests itself. The U.S. has its own tradition of imperial presidencies, including those of Andrew 
Jackson, Abraham Lincoln, and Frankline Delano Roosevelt. While neither Lincoln nor Roosevelt wasa  
military man, both managed to use emergency powers to suspend large swaths of the Constitution and bend the 
government to their will.”




